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	Winter 2009-2010
	A Cokesbury Curriculum Newsletter

For Conference and District Offices and Resource Centers

	4 Everyone
Christian Education Showcase and VBS Preview – January 25 – February 8, 2010

20% off all VBS materials during these dates!

Free shipping on all Christian education curriculum and resources!

Promo Code CN10 for online and phone ordering. 

 Those making purchases from Cokesbury stores receive a 15% off coupon for next purchase.
4 Children


	Vacation Bible School 2010 --the excitement is building for…
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Galactic Blast: A Cosmic Adventure Praising God (Studies for children and tweens plus studies for youth and adults as well.)View the introduction video and preview music at: http://www.cokesburyvbs.com/galactic-blast/video.php
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                                     Praise Party: Worshipping God with Head, Heart,                                                          

                               Hands, Feet, and Soul!!

                                        (An intergenerational experience with study material for    

      children, youth and adults)

                        Enjoy the introductory video by clicking here:        

                           www.abingdonpressvbs.com/video.php
Check out the details about both programs at www.cokesburyvbs.com
Remember that each Conference office and Resource Center and also each District office may call us at 1-800-251-8591 to receive a free Galactic Blast VBS kit to be used in VBS Previews and VBS Training Events!  Plan to host events for churches to learn about VBS 2010.  Conferences, Districts, and Resource Centers leading VBS Previews or Training Events may also order one copy of each additional Galactic Blast Component at 20% off the regular price. VBS catalogs are available free in quantity for these events.  We will gladly post the dates and locations of VBS previews and trainings on our website!  Please send us details (date, time, place, description) if you wish to post an event.  Some events are already planned.  You may view these at the following links:

· Galactic Blast events   http://www.cokesburyvbs.com/news/galactic-blast-vbs-2010---vacation-bible-school-preview-events
· Praise Party events   http://www.abingdonpressvbs.com/updates.php?utm_source=PP%2BE-Newsletter%20%232&utm_medium=PP%2BE-Newsletter%20%232&utm_content=PP%2BE-Newsletter%20%232&utm_campaign=PP%2BE-Newsletter%20%232
A free Galactic Blast VBS webinar for training teachers and leaders will be available soon!  Check the web site for link.

Churches that used Camp E.D.G.E. VBS in 2009 have received a special offer to receive a free decorating kit and a 20% discount when ordering the 2010 Galactic Blast Starter Kit prior to December 31, 2009.

Camping Ministry Curriculum

The theme for the Camping Curriculum for 2010 from New Earth Publishers is:

"Be A Hero: Living Like Jesus."
Explore what it means to be a hero for God!  Through a variety of stories about both Biblical and contemporary heroes, campers will discover the characteristics of a hero 

and how they too can be heroes.  CD-ROM kit only.  (not print) Order #9780827227293.
Becoming a Praying Congregation - Church-wide Leadership Tools

· Becoming a Praying Congregation is designed to help leaders teach, inspire and example deeper prayer life for the entire congregation through worship, study, ministry teams as well as individual and family devotion using ideas and examples from congregations with active prayer ministries. 
The book provides a wealth of planning ideas and helpful articles, as well as a DVD-ROM, with resources and ideas for 

· worship prayer activities

· prayer studies and emphases in Sunday School or small groups for children, youth and adults, including specific helps for “Praying Couples” emphasis, “Children and Prayer” workshop for parents, “Teens and Prayer”, etc.

· guidelines for building or reviving a prayer ministry team

· helps for special services such as healing prayer services  

· Ways to encourage and equip families to make prayer an integral part of life at home

· Creative ways to reach out to young adults, including an article on prayer and the Internet

Articles are written by various pastors, lay and church leaders including Becca Stevens, Rev. Ken Carter, Bishop Sally Dyck, Rev. Laurie Barnes, Betty Shannon Cloyd, Bishop Joe E. Pennel Jr., Rev. Connie Shelton, Rev. Joey Shelton, Andy Langford, Pamela Hawkins

Additional resources to expand the emphasis:

· Rueben Job’s book When You Pray (978-1-426-70266-2) may be used in conjunction with the church program as individual daily prayer devotion.

· A leader guide, When You Pray as a Small Group will be available in April 2010.  This guide can be used by Sunday School classes, women’s groups, men’s groups, etc. to provide session plans to use while using When You Pray as a guide for daily prayer.

· When You Pray as a Family – Guide for families to use in enhancing their prayer life in the home.

· Website <http://www.becomingaprayingcongregation.com/>  with online forum, downloads, etc.

Order # 9781426702822      http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=790265           

All in One Bible Fun
New titles in this series for both Preschool and Elementary now available!

Smaller churches will find these easy to use and “budget friendly.”  Churches of any size may choose these for various settings such as “second-session” Sunday School, mid-week, or other settings where children are gathered in wide age spans.  Each session includes Bible story activities and crafts with reproducible pages for children. (No individual student books needed so you do not need to know how many children are coming!)
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     Favorite Stories of the Bible - 13 lessons - Includes Jacob’s Ladder, Joseph, Ruth, Hannah and Samuel, Samuel Listens, David and Samuel, David Plays the Harp, David and Jonathan, The Two Houses, The Sower, The Good Samaritan, The Lost Sheep, The Forgiving Father.

     Fruit of the Spirit – 13 lessons -  Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Generosity, Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-Control, Honesty, Forgiveness, Obedience, Responsibility.


	4 Youth

LinC on Facebook and Twitter
LinC—our weekly, electronic, current-events-and-pop-culture-based Sunday school curriculum—is now on Facebook and Twitter. Join the LinC group on Facebook or follow us at www.twitter.com/linc_ay.
4 Adults
Studies Addressing Current Issues
4 Leaders




NEW for parents, teachers & leaders 

of children

4 U as You Share Cokesbury Resources

Discipleship Resources  -   Specially priced leadership resources now available


	Green Church: Caretakers of God’s Creation


Help children experience what it means to be good stewards of God's Creation through these six sessions.  Each session includes introductory activities that children will select based on their interests, a large group time where the children will come together to hear and interact with the Bible Story, and a small group time where the children will discuss ways to take action for God's creation.

http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=833404
Burst: Green Church-- Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Rejoice! – ready in March!


By Tim Gossett

Burst: Green Church deals with care for creation and environmental stewardship.  It teaches youth that caring for the environment—reducing waste, using less water and energy, making responsible use of resources, and so on—is an act of faith. The study is based on the work of Rev. Rebekah Simon-Peter, the author of Seven Simple Steps to Green Your Church, who is an environmental scientist/naturalist-turned-UM elder and who has traveled the country helping congregations go green. Tim Gossett is the writer of this study for youth and has been a leading voice in the green church movement among youth ministers and Christian educators.  6 sessions

Leader book:  http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=828815
Youth booklets:  http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=828814
Looking for Lenten studies and activities for Youth?  You might consider:

· Three Simple Rules: 24/7   
6 session study for youth based on the Three Simple Rules. http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/search.aspx?ddlSearchScope=title&txtSearchQuery=Three%20Simple%20Rules%2024/7    
· Mission Easter  

Learn the meaning of Ash Wednesday ashes, Lent and Easter traditions, programs and Bible studies for Lent and Easter, drama, retreat plan, worship ideas including ways to set up the “stations of the cross” as well as use a labyrinth.  Take advantage of the great low sale price to add this to your library of resources!

http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=440666
· Worship Feast: Lent and Easter

Worship experiences for Lent and Easter, including Maundy Thursday, a Stations of the Cross for Good Friday, and Easter Vigil.  Five songs are included – used in worship services.  (Recordings of each song also available for purchase as MP3.)

http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/search.aspx?ddlSearchScope=title&txtSearchQuery=Worship%20Feast%20Lent%20Easter
New Abingdon Youth Webinar
Click here to view the new Abingdon Youth curriculum resources webinar  moderated by youth editor Josh Tinley. The webinar is free (though registration is required), it's 33 minutes long, and it will tell you everything you need to know about the curriculum resources Cokesbury offers for Sunday School and youth group.  Viewers also get free shipping on their next purchase from Cokesbury.
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Amazing Bible Race: Run Your Own Race!
If you are new to the Amazing Bible Race or if you missed out on or fell behind in one of our Official Races, we have great news: Now you can run your own race. No longer do you have to wait for us to set a date or to tell you what books to read when. You can decide when to start, which legs to run, and which teams to compete against. Learn more at Amazing Bible Race.com.
Plan for Studies during Lent and Easter --Lent begins February 17!
Celebrate the Risen Christ – Scriptures for the Church Seasons
Student Book by Andy Langford and Sally Langford

Each lesson in this lectionary-based group study includes commentary and relevant questions based on the Old Testament, Epistle, and Gospel readings from the Revised Common Lectionary.      9780687659814

Leader’s Guide by Nan Duerling includes eight loose-nested leaflets that include one interview and seven lesson plans (one for each session).  Each session includes an outline, a learning menu from which the leader chooses options, and additional Bible background.     9780687659821

http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/search.aspx?ddlSearchScope=title&txtSearchQuery=Celebrate%20the%20Risen%20Christ
Bread in the Wilderness—Spiritual Famine or Gospel Feast?
By Kenneth H. Carter Jr.

A theme-based study of how God’s faithfulness as shown in Jesus’ ministry gives us strength or “bread” for life’s journey.  Each session features Scripture reference, a personal reading, questions for personal reflection and group study, a closing prayer and a focus for the coming week.    9780687655861

http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=803193
24 Hours that Changed the World

A new study from Adam Hamilton  -- Just in time for Lent
No other 24-hour event in human history has had more impact than the last 24 hours of Jesus’ life.   Join Adam Hamilton as he guides you from the Last Supper to Gethsemane to the trial and to the Crucifixion in 24 Hours that Changed the World, culminating in the Resurrection.  Experience and understand the significance of Jesus’ final hours in ways you never have before.  This study may be used Church-wide or with small groups in addition to individual study.
Sample Excerpts from Book: http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/displayImage.aspx?pcid=1210637
View the book trailer - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DIY2NLszbdU
In the Video Journey DVD with Leader Guide, we travel to the Holy Land with Adam Hamilton to visit the sites where those earth-shaking events took place. We walk where Jesus walked and see what he may have seen, along the road that led to the pain and triumph of the cross.  The enclosed Leader Guide is designed to facilitate small group discussion about the content in the printed resource and the companion DVD. In addition to the questions and exercises keyed to each session, the Leader Guide features two format options (60-minute and 90-minute) and suggestions of ways to make the study a meaningful experience.

40 Days of Reflection is a companion volume that can also function beautifully on its own, Hamilton offers 40 days of devotions enabling us to pause, reflect, dig deeper, and emerge changed forever. The devotions, ideal for use in Lent or any other time of the year, include Scripture, reflection on the events of Jesus’ final day, stories from Hamilton’s own ministry, and prayer. 

24 Hours Kit (Contains one each of the book, DVD with Leader Guide, and Devotional book

http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=833652
Also available separately:

Book:  http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=779452
Video with Leader Guide: http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=803235
Devotional:  http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=793662
Transformed Living in Tough Times, by John Ed Mathison

This new book focuses on how congregations and believers can thrive, even in times of hardship.  Mathison explores issues of economics and faith and addresses ways churches and individuals can embrace challenge and rise above crisis.  In times of crisis, what does the Sermon on the Mount teach us?  Does security come from greed or grace? Four sessions.  Includes questions for discussion.   9780687657070     $8.00

http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=820436
Simple Rules for Money: John Wesley on Earning, Saving, and Giving 

by James Harnish

This study helps participants develop a Biblically-rooted, Christ-centered perspective on earning, saving and using money.  Four sessions.  Includes questions for reflection and discussion.    9780687466160    $10.00

http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=812667
Green Church: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Rejoice! – Available March 2010!
by Rebekah Simon-Peter 

Green Church is a six-week study of this critically important topic from a Christian perspective. Using Scripture and scientific findings, the study begins where we are and helps us think through what we know, what we can learn, and what we can do to make a difference.

This leader's guide offers everything needed to organize, facilitate, and lead the Green Church study. Each session includes leader preparation, discussion questions, Bible study, individual and group activities, prayers, closings, and follow-up suggestions.

Rebekah Simon-Peter is Director of BridgeWorks Ministry.  She earned the M. Div. degree and M.A.R. degree at Iliff School of Theology and B.S. in Environmental Studies at the University of Vermont.

Study Book http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=830103
Leader Guide  http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=830104
Beyond the Yellow Ribbon: Ministering to Returning Combat Veterans 
Over a half million combat veterans have returned from Iraq and Afghanistan. With thousands of military personnel still deployed, few communities escape the direct impact of solders returning from war. Yet their needs and the needs of their families are often hidden in plain sight in our congregations and communities. This book identifies specific needs of veterans and their families and gives creative and practical ways your church can minister to them. (9780687465750)

http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=794551
Storyteller’s Companion to the Bible, Volume 8 Daniel and Revelation 

The stories in Daniel and Revelation are among the most vivid in the Bible, but they are also among the most misunderstood. In The Storyteller's Companion to the Bible Volume 8, commentator Rick Lowery and storytellers Michael E. Williams and Fred A. Shaw show how the symbolism and imagery of these biblical stories offer comfort in times of distress and encouragement to hold fast in faith.    (9780687026524)

http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=439272 

· Building a Heart of Faith: Talking About God & Jesus with Kids

Provides teachers and parents of preschoolers through tweens with the appropriate words to talk about God and Jesus in language that children can easily understand.  Introduces “talking points” for initiating discussions about faith between parents and children.  Ideal for use in discussion groups with parents and teachers and all who love and mentor children and useful for teacher training.   We may remember that the well-known Search Institute Study listed “conversations with parents” as one of the most important factors in the faith development of children and youth.  This resource can help equip parents for this important role in their child’s development.    9780687464968        http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=784203
· It Worked for Us: Best Practices for Ministry with Children and Families

This comprehensive guide for children’s pastors/directors, educators, and leaders provides valuable information to plan and implement a complete children’s ministry.  Each article is written by an experienced children’s worker.  Includes training materials for paid and volunteer staff and a CD-ROM with forms and information that can be customized for different settings and churches.  Edited by Judy Comstock.     9780687659920

http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=817384
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Need a Quick Short Answer to a Question?  Try Curric-U-Tweet!

Now you have three ways to contact Curric-U-Phone!  You can call us at 800-251-8591.  You can e-mail us at curricuphone@cokesbury.org, or you can send us a tweet.  Our twit, Melissa Strausbaugh will get back to you with a concise answer.
Conferences, Resource Centers, and churches are urged to take advantage now of the current special pricing for selected Discipleship Resources leadership books.  You may be especially interested in such important titles as:

· Children Worship!  A worship education curriculum for elementary children – 13 sessions     http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=519270
· The First Three Years – An essential resource for ministry with infants and young children and their families.   Use as a resource along with the new Rock-A-Bye curriculum for infants and young children           http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=519345
· La Ninez manual de estudio para el desarrollo de ministerios con la ninez   (Study Manual for the Development of Children's Ministries) in Spanish   http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=519360
· Let There Be Peace in the Classroom http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=519396
· Equipped to Lead    Great for teacher training

http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=686383
· I Knew Them All by Heart 
http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=519467
There are approximately 40 resources on the list.  Click here to review the entire list:

http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/closeouts.aspx?lvl=Bookstore+Closeouts&pageindex=5&pagecount=8&sortorder=0
Christian Education Event -- Family Reunion 2010

We hope to see many representatives from the Conferences at Family Reunion 2010 on March 11-12 at the United Methodist Publishing House.  Also, please publicize the Disciple Bible Study leader training event March 10 at UMPH for anyone interested in leading Disciple training in your Conference or District!  No registration fees are charged for these events for Conference and District representatives!  Please contact Curric-U-Phone for more information 1-800-251-8591.
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